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Chapter 4. Hypergeometric Functions
4.1. Solutions of Linear DEs at Regular Singular Points

Consider the differential equation

y"(x) + p(x) y' () + q(x) y(z) = 0. (4.1.1)

If either p or ¢ has a singularity at « = zo, then x¢ is a singular point of (4.1.1). The singular point z¢ is
regular if both the limits

lim (z —20)p(z) and  lim (z — z0)%q(z)

T—T0o T—T0

exist. Call these limits, when they exist, pg and go. The exponents at the reqular singular point xg of (4.1.1)
are the roots of the indicial equation
r(r —1) 4+ por + go = 0.

If z¢ is a regular singular point of (4.1.1), then one solution is representable as a Frobenius series and has
the form

yi(x) = Z ap(r)(z — z0)F+" (4.1.2)
k=0

where 7 is an exponent at xg, i.e., a root of the indicial equation. The coefficients a; can be found up to a
constant multiple by substituting the series into (4.1.1) and equating coefficients. Unfortunately, we are only
guaranteed one Frobenius series solution of (4.1.1), which is a second order linear homogeneous DE, and so
has two linearly independent solutions. The second solution in the neighborhood of a regular singular point
will take one of three forms.

Case 1. If the exponents do not differ by an integer, then the second solution of (4.1.1) is found by using
the other exponent in the series (4.1.2).

Case 2. If the exponents are equal, the second solution has the form
ya () = y1(x) log (x — w0) + Y _ bi(r) (& — m0)**,
k=1
where 1 is the exponent and y; is the solution given by (4.1.2).

Case 3. If the exponents 1 and re differ by a positive integer, r1 — r2 = N, then one solution is given by
(4.1.2) using r = r1, and the second solution has the form

ya(z) = Cyr () log (w — x0) + Y ck(ra) (z — a) 72,
k=0

The constant C' may or may not be zero.

Example 4.1.1. Legendre’s differential equation is
(1 —2?)y"(x) = 22y (z) + n(n +1) y(z) = 0.

The most interesting case is when n is a nonnegative integer. At the regular singular point x = 1, the
indicial equation is r?> = 0, making the exponents at x = 1 equal to 0,0. For simplicity using Frobenius
series, translate x = 1 to the origin by x = u+ 1. The equivalent DE is

u(u+2)y"(u) + 2(u+ 1) y'(u) = n(n + 1) y(u) = 0.
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4.2.

The regular singular point u = 0 corresponds to x = 1 and has the same exponents, both 0. The Frobenius
o0

series is Z arpu®, and substitution of the series into the DE yields
k=0

> [k +n+1)(k = n)ag + 2(k + 1)%ar41] u* = 0.
k=0

Equating coefficients leads to the recurrence relation

" _—(k—i—n—i—l)(k—n)a
k"rl - 2(I€+1)2 ks

which gives
(D" + Dr(=n)
2k (K12

The the (), notation represents the factorial function and is defined by (2), = z(z+1)---(z + k—1) =
I'(z + k)/T'(z). The Frobenius series solution to Legendre’s DE is, for ag = 1,

i n—i—l 1—2x k
1) k! 2 '

Note that the series terminates if n is a nonnegative integer; the resulting polynomial is denoted P, (x), and
is the Legendre polynomial of degree n. Also note that P, (1) = 1 for all nonnegative integers n.

ap = ag.

Exercise 4.1.1. Fill in all the details and verify all the claims in Example 4.1.1. Get comfortable dealing
with the factorial function.

Example 4.1.2. Bessel’s differential equation is
2?y"(z) +ay'(z) + (2® = v*) y(z) = 0.

The Frobenius series solution turns out to be

St (_1)kx2k+v

yl(x) = 75— Qp.
kZ:O 22EEN(1 + v)y,

1
2T+ 1)
of order v, denoted by J,(x):

If we let ag = we get the “standard” solution to Bessel’s DE, the Bessel funtion of the first kind

(2/2)" & 22\ "
T@) = 503D Zk'l—i—u ( 1 > '

Exercise 4.1.2. For Bessel’s DE, show that x = 0 is a regular singular point with exponents +v, and fill
in the details in the derivation of the formula for J,(x).

Equations of Fuchsian Type

Consider the differential equation

y"(2) +p(2) ¥ (2) +q(2) y(2) = 0. (4.2.1)

We call (4.2.1) an equation of Fuchsian type if every singular point is a regular singular point.
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Lemma 4.2.1. If (4.2.1) is of Fuchsian type, then the number of singular points of (4.2.1) is finite.

Proof. At each singular point, either p or ¢ has a pole. Suppose there are infinitely many singular points.
Then either p or ¢ has infinitely many poles. These poles have a limit point (possibly co) which is an essential
singularity of p or ¢. But such an essential singularity corresponds to an irregular singular point of (4.2.1),
contradicting the assumption that (4.2.1) is of Fuchsian type. #

Suppose (4.2.1) is of Fuchsian type and has exactly m + 1 distinct singular points, where m > 2. Denote the
singularities by 2z =zx, k=1,...,m and 2z = oco. Then p can have no singularities in the finite plane
except poles of order one at the zxs. So,

p1(2)
(z—21)(z—22) (2 —2m)’

p(z) =
where p; is a polynomial. Also, ¢ can have no singularities except poles of order < two at the zys:

B q1(2)
W) = ey )

The maximum degree of the polynomials p; and ¢; can be determined using the regular singular point at
oo. Let z = 1/t, giving

@ ()
it e Lz(% a2 ()

2y 1 1 d 1
dy 1 __ ») dy
az ¢ =z (E—zn)

In order for z = oo, or t = 0, to be a regular singular point, the functions in the brackets in (4.2.2) must be
analytic at ¢ = 0. This means degree(p1) < m — 1 and degree(q;) < 2m — 2. Thus we have the following
theorem.

~|y=0. (4.2.2)

Theorem 4.2.1. If equation (4.2.1) is of Fuchsian type and has exactly m + 1 distinct singular points,

z=z,, k=1,...,m and z= o0, then (4.2.1) can be written
T(mfl)(z) T(2m72) (Z)
" /
y'(2)+ ————Y () + 55— y(2) =0,
S B A= e B

where 1(z) = H(z — zx) and T(;)(2) is a polynomial of degree at most j in z.
k=1

Ay

Z—Zk.

Corollary 4.2.1. There exist constants Ay, k =1,2,...,m such that p(z) = Z
k=1

Corollary 4.2.2. There exist constants By and Cy, k = 1,2,...,m, such that

q(z)=i<(zig’“ >+ Ci ),andéCkzo.

— 2k) Z— 2k

Exercise 4.2.1. Prove both the above corollaries.

Equation (4.2.1) thus can be written in the form

y"(2) + Z . ilka y'(z) + Z ( B + G ) y(z) =0, (4.2.3)
k=1

(z—2x)%  z—2zp




4.3.

where Z Cr=0.
k=1

Denote the exponents at the singular point z; by o1, and as, and the exponents at co by aq,00 and g .
Since the indicial equation at zj, is 72 + (Ax, — 1)r + By = 0, we get

Qg+ Qo = 1—-A; and Q1 pQo = By.

For the singularity at oo, we get

m m
000+ Q200 =—1+ ZAk and  1,0002,00 = Z (Bi + Crzi) -
k=1 k=1

Thus, the sum of all the exponents for all the singular points is

m
01,00 + Q2,00 + Z(Oka +agy)=m—1.
k=1

This number depends only on the number of singularities (and the order of the equation), and is the Fuchsian
inwariant for the second order DE of Fuchsian type. For the Fuchsian DE of order n, the Fuchsian invariant
is (m—1)n(n —1)/2.

Example 4.2.1. A second order Fuchsian DE with m = 2 contains five arbitrary parameters, Ay, As, B,
Bs, and Cy = —C4y. Also, there are six exponents, with sum one (Fuchsian invariant), such that

Ar=1—-0a11 — a2,
As=1—0a12—agpe

By =aj100,1

By = a1 0090

Bi+ By + Ciz1 + Cozo = 01,0002, 00
Ci+Cy=0

These relationships allow us to write (4.2.3) in terms of the exponents.

l—a11—a1 n l—aip—a2p2

y"(2)+ [ Y (2)+

[ Q110021 12022 O] ,0002,00 — O1,1,021 — O] 2002 2
(z—21)%2  (z2— 22)? (z — 21)(z — 22)

zZ— z1 zZ — Z9

y(z) =0. (4.2.4)

The Riemann-Papperitz Equation

Now assume (4.2.1) has three regular singular points, all finite, and that co is an ordinary point. Denote the
singularities by a, b, and ¢ and denote the corresponding exponents by a’ and a”, b’ and b”, and ¢’ and ¢”.
Equation (4.2.1) then has the form

' (2) + o G)(]Z’QEZI)))(Z — V(2) + . a)z(ji(zb))z(z —p v =0 (4.3.1)

Exercise 4.3.1. Use the fact that co is an ordinary point of (4.3.1) to show that: (i) p2 is a polynomial of
degree two with the coefficient of z? equal to 2; (ii) g2 is a polynomial of degree < 2.
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From Exercise 4.3.1, we see that there exist constants A, As, Az, B1, By, and Bs such that

p2(2) - Ay A As
(z—a)(z—b)(z—c)_z—a—i_z—b—i_z—c7
B B Bs

q2(2) _ B B B

(z—a)(z=b)(z—¢) z—a 2z-b z-c
and A; + A + A3 = 2. The form of the DE is now
A1 A2 A3 Bl BQ B3 y(Z)

y'(2) + Z_a+2_b+z_c}y’(z)+L_a+2_b+2_c CaG-be—g " “32

Exercise 4.3.2. Using the indicial equations for (4.3.2), show that
a +a"'=1-A4;
b +b' =1— A,
d+c'=1- A4

a/a// o Bl
(a—0b)(a—c)
By
blb/I
(b—a)(b—2c)
B
e = 3

a/+a//+b/+b//+cl+c//:1

So, in terms of the exponents, (4.3.2) becomes

1_al_all l—b/—b” 1—CI—CH

y'(2)+ { z—a z—b z—c v+
ada’(a=b)(a—c) V' (b—a)b—c) d'(c—a)(c—0D) y(2)
. + — 0(4.3.3)
{ z—a z—0b z—c (z—a)(z=b)(z—¢)

This is the Riemann-Papperitz equation. If y is a solution of the Riemann-Papperitz equation, we use the
Riemann P-function notation

a b ¢

y=P [ ad bV d =z

al/ b/l CI/
The right side is simply a symbol used to explicitly exhibit the singularities and their exponents. If ¢ is
replaced by oo then y satisfies the DE with ¢ — oco. It can be shown that the results agree with what we got
in the last section.

There are two useful properties of the Riemann P-function we will need later.

Theorem 4.3.1. If a linear fractional transformation of the form
L At+ B (a—=Db)(a—c)(cr —b1)(t —a1)
Ct+D (a—0b)(ag —c1)({t—b1)+(a—c)(by —a1)(t —c1)

transforms a, b, and c into a1, by, and c¢; respectively, then

+a

a b ¢ ai b1 ¢
Plad v ¢ z|=P|d bV & t
a/// b// CI/ a/// b// CI/

This can be verified by direct, but tedious, substitution.
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Theorem 4.3.2.
a b ¢ v —a k a b c
Pla b ¢ =z :( ) Pld-k bV+k =z
Z—b a//_k b//_|_k C//

—a
-b
equation of the form (4.3.3), but with the exponent o’ replaced by a’ — k. Corresponding to the regular

singular point z = a, there is a Frobenius series solution corresponding to the exponent a':

o0

’

w= Zan(z—a)"“’ .
n=0

k
Outline of Proof. If w(z) satisfies (4.3.3), let w(z) = (2 ) wi (). We will show that w; satisfies an
2

Thus,

wi(z) = (z — b)* Z an (z —a)" ok
n=0

But (2 — b)* is analytic at z = a, and has a series expansion around z = a

(= b)F = (a=b)F + 3 ba(z—a)",
n=1

SO we can write

oo
!
wy(z) = Z n (2 —a)rta—k
n=0

where ¢y # 0. Thus, the a’ in the symbol for the Riemann P-function for w becomes a’ — k in the symbol
for wy. The other three exponents are similar. &

Exercise 4.3.3. The transformation y(z) = f(z)v(z) applied to (4.2.1) yields

vy (o] (0 _
v +(2f+p>v+<f+pf+q)v 0.

i Cand L (Y (Y z—a)"
Also, 7 = (log f)" and 7 = <?> + <?> . Now apply w(z) = (z — b) wi(z) to (4.3.3). Show that

the indicial equation at z = a is transformed from

r?2 —(a' +ad")r+dd =0

into
2 —(d +d =2k)r+k —(d +d)k+dd =0.

Based on this work, prove Theorem 4.3.2.

.4. The Hypergeometric Equation

Theorems 4.3.1 and 4.3.2 can be used to reduce (4.3.3) to a simple canonical form. Let w(z) be a solution

zZ—a

b) wi(z). Then by Theorem 4.3.2, wy is a solution of the DE

of (4.3.3) as before and let w(z) = (

y —
corresponding to
a b c
P 0 bV+d ¢ =2
a// _ a/ b// + a/ C//
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_ b b’ +a
Another zero exponent can be obtained by letting w;(z) = <Z ) wa(z) so that wsy is represented by
z—c¢
a b c
P 0 0 d+b+d =z

o —a V-V YV +d

Note that the sum of the six exponents is still 1. Now let a = a’ +b' 4+, 8 =ad' +b +c”, andy=1—d" +d'.
The Riemann P-function representing ws is now

a b c
P 0 0 a z

l—y y—a-p8 p

Penultimately, use a linear fractional transformation to map a, b, and ¢ to 0, 1, and oo respectively:

L b-c)(z—a)
(b—a)(z—c)
0 1 00
Finally, rename t to be z. We have the Riemann P-function P 0 0 « z |, which corre-
l—y 7—a=-f B
sponds to the hypergeometric DE:
A1 2y () + Iy — (a+ B+ 1)2]y(2) — aBy(z) =0 (4.4.1)

Exercise 4.4.1. Fill in the details in the derivation of (4.4.1).

Since (4.4.1) has a regular singular point at z = 0 with one exponent 0, one solution has the form

(o9}
Y= E ay 2~
k=0

and the usual series manipulations lead to the recurrence relation

(k—1+a)k—1+p5)
k(k—147)

ar = Af—1-

If we set ag = 1, we get the hypergeometric function F(«, 3;7;2) as a solution.

o0

(@) (
Fla, B;7:2) E:(ka ;

k=0

provided v # 0, —1,—2,.... If we also assume ~y # 1,2, 3, ... the solution around z = 0 corresponding to the
other exponent, 1 — ~, is

Z 1=+ o)l —~v+ B Y = AP =y 4o, L=y + 552 — 3 2)
k=0 (2= 7)e bt

Many known functions can be expressed in terms of the hypergeometric function. Here are some examples.
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Example 4.4.1. Polynomials. If either « or (3 is zero or a negative integer the series terminates.

n

Fa,0732) =1,  Fla,—n;v;2 Z kk'
=0

Example 4.4.2. Logarithms. z F(1,1;2; —2) = log (1 + 2) and 2z F(3,1; 3; 2?) = log 1£=2.

Example 4.4.3. Inverse trigonometric functions.

zF(3,3:3:2%) =arcsinz and 2 F(3,1;3; —2%) = arctan z.

Example 4.4.4. Rational functions and/or binomial expansions. F(«, 3;8;z) = ﬁ =(1—-2)"«

Example 4.4.5. Complete elliptic integrals. In the following, z is the modulus, not the parameter.

K(z) =5 F(3,3:1;2%), and B(z) =3 F(- éélz )-
(See Math Mag. 68(3), June 1995, p.216 for an article on the rate of convergence of these hypergeometric

functions.)
Exercises 4.4.2-6. Verify the claims in Examples 4.4.1-5.

Example 4.4.6. Legendre polynomials. For n a positive integer, P,(z) = F(—n,n + 1;1; 1;22) This can
be seen from the form of the series solution (see Example 4.1.1)), or can be derived directly from Legendre’s
DE, (1-2%)y"(z) — 22y/(2) + n(n + 1) y(z) = 0, n a positive integer. The regular singular points are at 41
and oo, and the transformation t = L

t(1—t)y"(t) + (1 = 2t)y'(t) + n(n + 1)y(t) = 0,

which can be seen to be the hypergeometric DE in t with « = —n, 8 =n+1, and vy = 1.

Exercise 4.4.7. F(«,B;7v;2) = F(B,a;7; 2).

d
Exercise 4.4.8. e Fla,B;7;2) = ab Fla+ 1,8+ 1;y+1;2).
z Y

Hypergeometric functions in which «, 3, or y are replaced by a+1, 5+ 1, or v+ 1 are called contiguous to
F(a, B;7; 2). Gauss proved that F(a, 8;7;z) and any two of its contiguous functions are related by a linear
relation with coefficients linear functions of z. The following exercises illustrate two such relations. There
are many more.

Exercise 4.4.9. (y—a—0) F(a,8;7;2) + a(l —2) Fla+1,8;7v;2) — (v = B8) F(a, 8 — 1;v;2) = 0.
Exercise 4.4.10. F(o, B8+ 1;7;2) — F(o, B;7; 2) = %F(a + 1,84 1L;y+1;2).

The infinite product result in Section 2.5 can be used to evaluate F(a, 8;7; 1) in terms of gamma functions.
Details can be found in Whittaker and Watson, pp. 281-2. Limits are necessary because z = 1 is a singular
point of the hypergeometric differential equation.

Ty —a-p)

Fla, Biv;1) = F(y—a)T(y-8)"
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4.5. Confluence of Singularities

Many differential equations of interest have an irregular singular point. The harmonic oscillator equation,
y” +y = 0, has an irregular singularity at oo, for example. The results for DEs of Fuchsian type can be
used to study such equations under the right circumstances. We may let two singularities come together
and become an irregular singular point provided: (1) at least one of the corresponding exponents approaches
oo and (2) the DE has a limiting form. This process, when posible, is called confluence. In this section we
describe a general method to transform a Fuchsian DE by confluence into a DE with an irregular singularity.

Suppose we have a Fuchsian DE with singularities at 0, ¢, and oo and that the exponents at z = ¢ and
z = oo depend on c¢. In order for the DE to have a limiting form as ¢ — oo, it is necessary to require that the
exponents at ¢ and oo are linear functions of ¢. This will be assumed without proof. Thus, we can represent
a solution of the DE by the Weierstrass P-function

0 c 00
Pl a, aip+cfia ot cfioo 2
az1 oo+ cPao Q200+ CB200

From (4.2.4) we get

[1—o11—asn  1—o12—aso—c(Bi2+ Pa2)

1 A
y'(2)+ _ p, + P } y'(2)+
(o 1o o1.009.9 + cla +a +c?
1,122,1 4 Q12022 (a1,252,2 22,2[31,2) [31,252,2} ()4
| 2 (z—c¢)
(01,000,600 — 11,001 — Q1 20022
9 3y 9y 3y 9 3y 4'5'1
i z(z —¢) ] (2)+ ( )

[c(a1,0082,00 + @2,00B1,00 — Q1,222 — @2.2581,2) + 2 (B1,00 2,00 — B1,252,2)
z2(z —¢)

| s

If a limiting form is to exist, we must have B o0 /2,00 — 81,282,2 = 0 to avoid the last term in (4.5.1) blowing
up. The Fuchsian invariant has value 1, so

arptast+aret+ e+ a1+ Q200 +c(Br2+ P22+ Bioo + P200) = 1.

This equation must hold for all ¢ and for as and s independent of ¢, so

Bi2 4 B2+ Bioo + 2,00 =0
11+ a1 Faret a0+ Q200 = 1.

Now let ¢ — o0, giving

y"(2)+ {

10021
{72 + B1,282,2 —
z

l—-a11 —«
L2 4 Bio A Basl| ¥ (2)+

01,0082,00 + @2,0001,00 — 1,282,2 — a2 2812
A

y(z) = 0. (4.5.2)

Exercise 4.5.1. Verify that equation (4.5.1) has an irregular singularity at co.

Example 4.5.1. Confluence can be used to obtain Bessel’s DE of order n. This DE has a regular singular
point at z = 0 and an irregular singular point at z = oco. The exponents at 0 are £n, so o1 = n and
ag,1 = —n, making (4.5.1)

y'(2)+ B + B2+ ﬁ2,2} y'(2)+

y(z) = 0.

—n? 01,002,600 + 02,00 31,00 — Q1,282,2 — @2 281 2
S + B1,202,2 — -
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We want to get Bessel’s DE,

&+ e+ (1-5) v =

so, including the condition for the existence of a limiting form and the Fuchsian invariant, we get the following
system of equations for the parameters.

Bi2+ P22=0
Bi,2822 =1
01,002,060 + @2,0001,00 — @1,2822 — 22812 =0
B1,0082,infty — B1,282,2 =0
Bi2+ P22+ B0 + B2,00 =0
12+t o2+ Q1o +a200 =1

Since there are six equations in eight unknowns, any solution will contain two undetermined parameters.
One such solution is
. . . . 1 1
Bre=1, B22=—0 Pl =1 B200=-1, Q=35 022, Q200=75— Q12
This shows that if we let ¢ — oo in the DE defined by

0 c 00
. 1 .
P n  apo+ic ?—042)24-20 z |,
—n Qaga—ic 5 —aQyg—ic

the result is Bessel’s DE.
Exercise 4.5.2. Fill in the details in Example 4.5.1.

The point of this section is that by means of the process of confluence, known results about the Fuchsian
DE can suggest new results or avenues of study for the DE with an irregular singularity. The example
involving Bessel’s equation is to be taken as an illustration of the process. Actually, much more is known
about Bessel’s DE than the Fuchsian DE.

Exercise 4.5.3. Show that the confluent equation obtained by letting ¢ — oo in the DE defined by

0 c 00
P %—i—m c—k —c z

—m?2

Pu  du (k%
+ — + (; + 4 e > u = 0. Then let u = e_z/QWk)m(z) to get Whittaker’s equation for Wi, p,:

W ——+;+ W =0.

d2W [1 koL om?
171

Verify that Whittaker’s equation has a regular singular point at 0 and an irregular singular point at oo.
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4.6. Generalized Hypergeometric Functions

A little time spent studying the series form of the basic hypergeometric function,

S (B 2
F(OZ?B773 )_kZ:O ('7)]@ k'a

will suggest the question, “Why be restricted to just «, 8, and - for the factorial functions? Why not allow
an arbitrary number of factorials in both numerator and denominator?” (OK, that’s two questions, but, as
you may know, there are three kinds of mathematicians: those who can count and those who cannot.) Thus

we are led to consider the generalized hypergeometric functions, denoted pFy(aq,...,ap;71,...,%g; %) and
defined by
o0 Sk
qu(ala"wap;’ylu"'u/YW Z '-
] 1 'Y Lk

Exercise 4.6.1. If p < g, the series for ,F;, converges for all z.
Exercise 4.6.2. If p = q+ 1, the series converges for |z| < 1 and, unless it terminates, diverges for |z| > 1.
Exercise 4.6.3. If p > g+ 1, the series, unless it terminates, diverges for z # 0.

Either p or g or both may be zero, and if this occurs, the absence of parameters will be denoted by a dash,
—, in the appropriate position.

S

Example 4.6.1. oFy(—;—;2) = Z Z— = ¢%.
k=0

Example 4.6.2. 1Fy(a;—;2) = F(a, 8;6;2) = (1 — 2)"“.

o0 k
Example 4.6.3. oFi(—;7v;2) = Z (ijk" and from this we get J,(z) = 1%{-231) o1 (—v+1;,—%).
k=0 '

Since the hypergeometric function came from the hypergeometric DE, the generalized hypergeometric func-
tions should also satisfy appropriate DEs. Let the differential operator § = =z diz. In terms of 6, the
hypergeometric DE is

[0(0+~—1) =20+ )0+ 5)] y =

Now if i
[e%s) )kZ
y(z) = kZ:O ( SR
and since 0 z* = k 2*, we get
1 gy ‘?7 k+’7’_1 f az k > k
H9+%—1y—z Hg_l( J )H 1 Z Z z

— G (V) — 11 (k -nr

Shifting the index gives

q k+1 P ) k p
9H9+7j—1y*ZHl 10&1 k+1Z ZHZ laz )Hz:l(az)kz_:ZH(Q_i_ai)y.

j=1 j= 1 (V) j= 1(’7 )k k! iy
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Thus, if p < ¢+ 1, we see that y = ,F} satisfies
q P
0 H(G—kvj -1)—=z H(9+Oéi) y=0.
j=1 i=1

This DE is of order ¢ + 1 and, if no +; is a positive integer and no two v;’s differ by an integer, the general

solution is .
Y= tmym
m=0

where, for m=1,2,...,q,

Yo = pFylar,...,ap;71,. .., 2)
ym:zlf'vmqu(al—fym—|—1,...,o¢p—~ym—|—1;
M= Ym+ L Yme1 = Ym + 1,2 = Ymy Ymt1 — Ym + 1Y — Ym + 152)

Exercise 4.6.4. Find the DE satisfied by 3F5(2,2,2; 3 4;2). Also find the general solution of this DE.

19
Exercise 4.6.5. Show that if y; and y2 are linearly independent solutions of
y"(2) +p(2) ¥ (2) + a(2) y(2) = 0
then three linearly independent solutions of
w"” (2) + 3p(2) w” (2) + (20°(2) + 7' (2) + 4q(2)) w'(2) + (4p(2)a(2) + 24/ (2)) w(z) = 0

are y3(2), y1(2)y2(2), and y3(z).

Exercise 4.6.6. Show that 3F5(2,2,2;3,4;2) = (F(1,1; 5'2))2. [Hint: Use Exercises 4.6.4 and 4.6.5.]

LR 9

54



